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This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

("Commission")uponthe Motion filed by Duke EnergyCarolinas,LLC ("Duke Energy

Carolinas")to treatasconfidentialcertaininformation filed with the Commissionin the

presentdocket. Therequestedconfidentialtreatmentpertainsto specificmaterialfiled in

the Company's2007 Annual Plan as confidential, including the entiretyof its Exhibit

"C", FERCForm715filing.

Pursuantto the CommissionOrderNo. 2005-226,"Order RequiringDesignation

of ConfidentialMaterials", issuedMay 6, 2005,Duke EnergyCarolinasdelineatesin its

Motion the material for which the Companyseeksconfidentialtreatmentand files such

information in a separatepackageclearly marked"confidential." According to Duke

Energy Carolinas,the Company's2007 Annual Plan, specifically information in the

tables containedon pages91 through 95, contains confidential information that is

proprietary and commercially sensitive,and if disclosed,could adverselyaffect the

Company'sability to provide leastcost resourcesto its customers.Additionally, Duke
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Energy Carolinasrequeststhe Commissiontreat the entire,ty of the Company'smost

recentFERCForm 715asconfidentialandprotectit from publicdisclosure.

A review of the materials in questionestablishesthat the materialsdo provide

detailedinformationconcerningDuke EnergyCarolinas'Annual Planand FERCForm

715which aresensitiveandcontain"critical energyinfrastructureinformationto bekept

confidentialandnon-public."

The South Carolina Freedomof Information Act ("FOIA") allows exemption

from disclosure proprietary businessinformation that meets a definition of "trade

secrets."S.C.CodeAnn. Section30-4-40(a)(1)statesthat matterswhich maybeexempt

from FOIA include: "(1) Trade secrets,which are defined as unpatented,secret,

commerciallyvaluable plans, appliances,formulas,or processes....Trade secretsalso

include, for thosepublic bodieswho market servicesor productsin competitionwith

others,feasibility, planning,andmarketingstudies,andevaluationsandothermaterials

which containreferencesto potentialcustomers,competitiveinformationor evaluation."

We find that the information for which Duke Energy Carolinasseeksprotection as

confidential falls within this definition of materials which may be exemptedfrom

disclosureunderFOIA.

Becausethe Commission finds that the information filed by Duke Energy

Carolinasis proprietaryand meetsthe definition of "trade secrets"as definedunder

FOIA, theCommissiongrantstheMotion.
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IT ISTHEREFOREORDERED,ADJUDGED,AND DECREEDTHAT:

1. Confidentialmaterialsclearlydelineatedin its Motion and filed with the

Commissionby Duke EnergyCarolinas,LLC, in its 2007AnnualPlanandFERCForm

715 in this docket shall be declaredconfidential and shall be afforded confidential

treatmentandwithheld from publicdisclosure.

This Ordershall remain in full forceandeffectuntil further Orderof the.

Commission.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

Robert Mosc:tey, _ice Chairmz_/

(SEAL)

G. O'Neal Hamilton, Chairman


